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Abstract:

The interest and correlation between motives and acquired behaviors indicate the existence of a correlation
between executive functions and achievement motivation in kindergarten children. The current research aims
to identify this correlation, as the research sample included (60) male and female children from kindergarten
children affiliated with the Third Rusafa Education, whose ages ranged between (6-5) years. The researcher
used the descriptive analytical method and the Executive Functions Scale (Abdul Aziz, 2020), and the
Achievement Motivation Scale (Amin, 2018). The research reached several results, perhaps the most important
of which is that there is a statistically significant correlation between executive functions and achievement
motivation in kindergarten children, in addition to the existence of a statistically significant correlation between
the average scores of children with low and high executive functions according to the achievement motivation
scale in kindergarten children with high executive functions. The researcher also recommends, according to the
results reached by the research, the necessity of kindergartens paying attention to executive functions, with the

development of programs and plans that would raise the level of these functions in kindergarten children and
their achievement motivation.

Keywords: Executive Functions, Achievement Motivation, Kindergarten Child.
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Abstract:

The research aims to delve into the field of education for sustainable development according to its dimensions
(economic, social, environmental and institutional), as well as the curricula and strategies of education for
sustainable development, and to identify the basic standard for performance auditing (3000) and the INTOSAI
guide (GUID 5202). A performance audit report was prepared on the role of educational institutions in
sustainable development. The research tools are Curriculum, World Bank reports, the state’s general budget
and data published on websites. The research problem is the lack of a performance audit report on the role of
educational institutions in achieving sustainable development. The research reached the most important
conclusions, which are that the dimensions and goals of sustainable development were not included in the
curricula, as the vocabulary of some subjects in primary, middle and secondary schools incorporated some
topics related to sustainable development without introducing the student to its dimensions, goals and indicators
or creating a subject for sustainable development. There is no database on the numbers of courses, conferences,
workshops and research related to sustainable development.

Keywords: Performance Audit, Education, Sustainable Development, Curriculum.
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Abstract:

Social media is one of many elements impacting how language is varied and changed, and the linguistic forms
of social media are greatly influenced by the physical limitations of technology. Other elements such as
computer jargon also influence or have an impact on the way language is used. In addition, the keyboard's
capabilities also influence online users and cause varieties and language play. This means that language depends
on inventive typology and that many grammar and style conventions are occasionally broken in online
language.

The current paper tries to investigate how social media, technology and electronic systems affect or lead to
language variation and change in asynchronous communication. Since, social media has many different
domains “synchronous and asynchronous”, this study tends to investigate one of the asynchronous domains
which is “Facebook”. The main reason for choosing such a domain is that social media in general and facebook
in particular change or influence the way people communicate or use language to fulfill their needs in virtual
communities that differ from traditional communication or usage of language. The main objectives of this study
are: To show the linguistic variable found in asynchronous communication especially in facebook comments;
and To shed the light on the affects of the internet or social media in general and facebook in particular on
language. The methods used in this study are both qualitative-quantitative methods, and the data are (20)
facebook comments gathered through screenshots from one of the official news pages on facebook called “BBC
News”. The main conclusions of this study reveal that the lexicon of social media programs is a powerful engine
of language variation and change because social media programs reinforces creativity to those who use them.
This lexicon and online norms can contribute to language variation because each program has its linguistic
markers that can function as an identity or group signals. Additionally, social media programs and the internet
in general speed up the diffusion of online terminologies in everyday or offline conversations. At the same
time, social media programs break down geographic and linguistic barriers that leads to code-switching, code-
mixing and borrowings which are indicators of language change.

Keywords: Sociolinguistics, Language Variation and Change, The Internet and Language of The Internet,
Virtual Communities, Social Media, Facebook .
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1. Introduction:

The rapid growth of technology, the internet and social media in general have their
effects on online language. Many words, phrases and idioms have appeared as a result of
technology may not be easily accepted because the language of the internet and social media
platforms differ from the standard language, because this language is formed by people who
belong to “netizens” those who spend much time online. Furthermore, Crystal (2006: 96-7)
declares because the language of the internet is everyday language or written speech that
shares characteristics with spoken and written language, the most general features of internet
language are unique in graphology and lexicon, making it easy to introduce innovation and
variation from the norms of standard English. One of the numerous elements impacting
language change is the internet, and the limitations of the technology itself have a significant
impact on the linguistic forms of the online language. This indicates that language is built on
creative typology and that online communities occasionally deviate from normal language

rules.

Once their communities have access to power and working computer technology, all
languages can find a home on the internet. Since the internet is started out as a wholly
English medium, its multilingual nature has been the most noticeable development. For a
brief period, there is a common belief that English is the language of the internet (Crystal,
2011: 78). This means that English is a dominant language on the internet including all social
media programs. Thus, the main research questions that the current study tries to answer

are:
1-What are the linguistic variables used in asynchronous online communication?

2-What is the impact of the internet on the language used in online communities

especially “Facebook” users?
This study aims to:
1-Show the linguistic variable of asynchronous online communication.
2-Shed the light on the affects of the internet on online language.

2. Sociolinguistics

Sociolinguistics can be defined as “the study of language in relation to society” which
suggests (intentionally) that sociolinguistics is a subfield of language research. The light that
sociolinguistics sheds on the nature of language in general or on the traits of a specific
language is hence what makes it valuable (Huddson, 2001: 4). Sociolinguistics is “the
scientific study of the relationship(s) between language and society” (Van Herk, 2012: 2).
Sociolinguists can investigate the differences between a community's linguistic variables and
those of other communities. They can investigate how language use and social categories like

(class, status, gender, sexuality, ethnicity, and identity) relate to one another in a given
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community. Sociolinguistics can also study the relationship between social and linguistic
variables and language change as well as the relationships between different languages within
and across communities, multilingualism, language contact, language diversity, attitudes),

and language planning and policy (Van Herk, 2012: 3)

According to (Wardhaugh & Fuller, 2015: 1-2), the study of sociolinguistics examines
how language functions in our daily interactions, in the media we encounter, and in the
context of societal norms, regulations, and policies that deal with language. Sociolinguistic
research is a perspective on the world that we live in, not a set of facts. In sociolinguistics, we
aim to examine data in order to draw broad conclusions about language in society and to

challenge both our study methodology and our findings.
3.Language Variation and Change

The correlation between linguistic variable and social variable is called sociolinguistics.
One of the main concern of sociolinguistics is language variation and change. Thus, variation
refers to regional, social or contextual differences of the language used by certain community
or group of people, whereas change can be internal which is demonstrated to have structural
consequences, or external which is appeared from language contact such as borrowings.
Variation can be long term or stable, and change can be both progressive and linear, but not

all variation is a sign of or leads to change (Wardhaugh & Fuller, 2015: 197-99).

Labov (2001) cited in Greiffenstern (2010: 81) mentions three characteristics of change

in progress:

1. Linguistic changes exhibit an irregular nature, starting and stopping suddenly at

unpredictable moments that cannot be predicted by any universal rules.

2. Stable, long-term variation that endures over many centuries in essentially the same

form is possibly much more prevalent than changes that go to completion.

3. In parallel communities, it is not unusual to observe opposite directions of movement

or retrograde movements, when the direction of change is reversed.

In these three characteristics of change in progress, the first can certainly be applied to
online communication. If the other two are true for CMC as well will be shown over time.
Online communication is a rather new development, and it is constantly changing, much
quicker than language change we experienced so far. That is another reason why it is difficult
to look at CMC with the help of theories about language change. Language change usually
takes many years or even several generations of speakers. In contrast, features of internet

language can change within months.

On the other hand, In some communities, language variation can denote stable class or
stable sex distinctions, but it can also denote instability and change. Age is the key social

correlate when it comes to change, and the change often manifests as a pattern in which a
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little variation in the speech of the oldest generation occurs more frequently in the middle
generation and even more frequently in the youngest generation. If the approaching variety
really does reflect a linguistic change, as opposed to an age-graded alteration or a transitory
novelty like some slang terms, it will be identifiable by rising frequency as one gets older. As
in the case of representations of class and sex markers, with age instead of class or sex as the
independent variable, the sociolinguistic representation of linguistic change can takes the

same essential form (Chambers, 2006: 355).
4. The Internet and Language of the Internet

The Internet is a global public computer network that is used for information
transmission. This network of networked computers is employed by every program,
application, and extension you utilize to communicate online, from emailing to file transfers
to websites to video sharing. All of these services use various technical protocols to digitize,
transmit, receive, and reconstitute information that allows Internet users to quickly send and
receive information anywhere in the world. The Internet is referred to the connection among
large servers and desktop computers for a long time. As technology has advanced, the Internet
created by these connected technologies has expanded too (Carr, 2021: 15). The Internet is
also called “World Wide Web” (WWW) or Web which is defined as “a set of interlinked hypertext
documents” on servers around the world. These servers use the standard protocol HTTP
'Hyper Text Transfer Protocol' to translate documents which are written in 'Hyper Text Markup

Language' HTML (Crystal, 2006: 13) and (Richard, 2004: 4).

The two main spaces of internet communication are machine-to-machine
communication and human-to-human communication via a machine. For these spaces to be
efficient, they require different but similar components. In its early stages, only a tiny number
of scientists use the internet to communicate via bulletin boards and emails. It appears to be
lacking a social element when compared to phone conversations and in-person interactions,

which results in the usage of emoticons such smileys. (Oberzaucher et al., 2011: 237).

Language of the internet on the other hand is also called “Netspeak, Online
Communication, Electronic Communication and Computer-mediated Communication” (CMC)
which includes: emails, blogs, websites, instant messaging, social media, and chats. Language
of the internet is result from the contact between people by using electronic devices (Crystal,
2008: 178). Bodomo (2009: 43-44) argues that internet language is also known as
“Technobable” which is defined as “a language that is characterized by the pervasive use of
technical jargon or speech, or a piece of writing characterized by the pervasive and extreme
injection of technical jargon to the extent that the language is barely comprehensible to non-
specialist speakers of the particular language”. In addition, Crystal (2006: 6) refers to the
internet language as a “language variety” which is “a system of linguistic expression whose
use is governed by situational factors” and this language contains speech and writing. It is a
modern language communication tool that has not been used frequently throughout the race's

history (Crystal, 2006: 272). Danet & Herring (2007: 12) mention that the online language
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tends to exhibit both spoken and written language traits in addition to distinctly digital ones.
The use and frequency of these features vary according to CMC mode. On the other hand,
Chapelle states that language of the internet can be characterized as “interactive written
discourse”. He mentions some features of this register such as ellipsis, abbreviations, and
spelling (Chapelle, 2003: 105). Additionally, Crystal cited in (Thurlow et al.,2004: 123-4)
states that the internet language is a “fourth medium” following writing, speaking, and
signing, and it has changed at an incredibly rapid pace. Because it is regarded as a new
linguistic variation, CMC experts are constantly curious about the differences in language in
cyberspace. Additionally, internet language is textual communication that includes reading,
writing, and conversing (Para, 2016: 193). Hence, Language of the internet debates features
with formal or informal speech and with formal and informal writing. Most everyday users
begin using emails, listservs, newsgroups chat and even instant messaging and the substance
of analysis began to change. The earliest studies of CMC talk about whether online
communication is a new shape of language or a deteriorate one. The discussion in the late
1980s and early 1990s focused on some characteristics such as abbreviations, acronyms,
emoticons and untidy sentence mechanics such as spelling, grammar and punctuation. These

characteristics are influenced by both spoken and written language (Baron, 2008: 28-29).
5.The Classifications of the Internet Language
a-The Internet language as new variety

Crystal (2006: 6-7) describes the language used in different internet situations as a
“variety of language” or a “new variety” whose application is determined by contextual
elements. The concept encompasses a wide range of different forms of expression, such as
speech and writing, regional and class dialects, vocational genres, creative language
expression, and many more. Varieties are systematic and predictable in theory. It is feasible
to predict, with some degree of accuracy, how speakers of a specific language, lawyers,
television commentators, and other professionals would write, talk, and portray a particular

sport.

Accordingly, Thurlow (2000) cited in Greiffentern (2010: 57) believes that the language
of the internet can be described as “a unique or distinctive from standard English as fully-
fledged or new language”. On the other hand, Segerstad (2002) cited in (Crystal, 2006: 51)
declares that the language of the internet is a hybrid language that displays characteristics

of oral and written, and electronically mediated properties.
b-The language of the internet as new register

One way to classify internet language may be by way of looking at it as a register. A
language variation linked to a specific topic, issue, or activity is referred to as a register. Davis
& Brewer (1997: 29) mention that “the register marks a particular communication situation

as different from other situations”. Registers are mainly characterised by vocabulary but can
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also have grammatical features. Moreover, Biber (1995) cited in Greiffentern (2010) states that
register is “a general cover term for situationally defined varieties”. Furthermore, register “is
considered to be a language variety, along with dialect, argot, slang, and jargon; examples of
registers in this framework include aviation language, journalese, legalese, literary language,
religious language, scientific language, technical language, and mythical language”

Greiffentern (2010: 58).

Some scholars call the language of the internet a new mode instead of new register and
see it as completely new development, as a new entity in its own right. Moreover, others claim
that it cannot constitute just one genre or register because it is not limited to one
communicational situation, and many people with different backgrounds use online

communication nowadays (2010: 60).
c-The language of the internet as new style

Some scholars call the internet language as a new style. The style of internet language
has already been described as one of the features of it. There are different views on what
exactly style is. Some people refer to registers at a high level of generality using the term style,
whereas others use it in place of register. Style, according to Labov, is the term used to
describe language production in situations that call for varying degrees of spoken attention.
Style is also seen as a characteristic way of using language. Rickford understands style in the
“broader sense of the presentation of self in everyday settings”, whereas, Bell 2001 refers to
style as “what an individual speaker does with a language in relation to other people”. For
some, the computer or rather the Internet is seen as theatre where interlocutors use language
to create their identity. Others, like Bell, point out that language is tailored to audience. Thus,
the style found in internet language is partly due to the new audiences on the Internet.
Moreover, according to Bell 2001 style “derives its meaning from the association of linguistic
features with particular social groups”. Hence, there is a normative foundation for stylistic
meaning. A certain group or circumstance is linked to a specific style, which carries the
flavour of those associations with it (Greiffentern, 2010: 61). Each internet situation has its
own style, for example in synchronous chatgroups, the style used by certain group depends
on the number of users who trying to speak at once (Crystal, 2006: 194). Hence, identifying
the style is challenging since it straddles the line between standard and non-standard English

(Crystal, 2006: 244).
d-The language of the internet as Pidgin or Creole

A circumstance where speakers of different languages need a language to communicate,
this leads to the development of pidgin, which is a contact language. It is a mixed language
and it has no native speakers. When pidgin is accepted as a speech community's native
tongue, it becomes a creole. English as a global language is preferable for many participants
to communicate online, and it is still the dominant language on the Internet, and thus Internet

users are often forced to communicate in English. The possible consequences of the use of
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English on the internet by interlocutors with different levels of language skills cause
discussions among linguists, and the notion of English as lingua franca plays a role, too.
Some believe that the Internet may be a driving force in the development of a new creole which

develops out of the mix of languages used on the Internet (Greiffentern, 2010: 64).

But can the internet language become a creole? Internet language is still developing and
always seems to be in flux, new features emerge while others are lost. Can it be stabilized one
day or will it always be in development due to the nature of the Internet and only become
stable when the Internet stops changing so rapidly? Besides, the composition of people using
online communication is permanently changing. New Internet users start using online

communication while others perhaps use it less (Greiffentern, 2010: 65).

In certain situation in which online communication is used, short-term pidgins can be
created when, for example, people meet online for a conference: “As the participants' sense of
audience varied, so did the conventions they used, as they accommodated to each other,
emulating each other in different ways. just as speakers of different languages in contact may
create a pidgin, or speakers of different dialects in contact may temporarily shift register or

other features” (Davis & Brewer, 1997: 32).
6.Linguistic Variables of the Internet Language
Crystal (2006: 86-99) classifies the linguistic variables of internet language into:

1-The unique lexicon of the internet is one of the most noticeable characteristics of
online language. This is one of the most inventive lexical domains in modern English,
encompassing all significant lexical processes. The lexicon includes not only the terminology
related to computer science, electronics, programming, and other pertinent subjects, but also
a large number of words and phrases that have emerged that are necessary to discuss

situations, operations, activities, and personnel that are restricted by the Internet.

2-Many expressions are associated with the software which enables people to use the
Internet, and routinely appear on screen such as “file, edit, view, insert, paste, format, tools,
window, help, search, refresh, address, history, stop, contact, top, back, forward, home, send,

save, open, etc.”.

3-A popular way of creating internet neologisms is by combining two separate words to
make a new word or 'compound' such as 'mouseclick, mousepad or click-and-buy, one-click,

etc.'.

4-Another feature of internet language is blending in which a part of one word is joined
to a part of another such as: “datagram, Infobahn, internaut, netiquette, netizen, infonet,

cybercide, etc.”.

4-An innovation is another feature which “is the replacement of a word-element by a

similar sounding item as in 'ecruiting' (electronic recruiting)”. Another is that some
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compounds, including net.legend, net.abuse, net.police, and net.citizen, maintain the period

that is present in electronic addresses as a sort of infix.

5-Other ways of word-creation are also employed, at least in the light-hearted
terminology that hackers use. Individual coinages' prevalence and impact are unknown, but
taken as a whole, they are undoubtedly a prominent aspect of many online discussions. A lot
of lexical suffixes are extended. For instance, the noun-forming suffix -ity (found in standard
English briefl brevity) may be employed in obviosity (from evident), dubiosity (from
questionable), and other such -ous situations. Other popular ludic CMC extensions include
“-itude (winnitude, hackitude, geekitude), -full (folderfull, windowfull, screenfull, bufferfull)”,

and “-ification (hackification, geekification)”.

6-Different kinds of abbreviations and acronyms involve the most remarked features of
internet language which result from technology such as “DNS (domain name system)”, “BBS
(bulletin board system)” “cu (see you)”. Letter-plus-number combinations are also found such
as “W3C (World Wide Web Consortium)”, “P3P (Platform for Privacy Preferences)”. The
acronyms are no longer restricted to words or short phrases, but can be sentence-length:

“AYSOS (Are you stupid or something)” (Crystal, 2006: 89-90).

7-Crystal states that punctuation tends to be minimalist in most situations or absent
in others and there is an increased use of symbols such as '# and unusual combinations of
punctuation marks can occur to express pause such as ellipsis points(...) or repeated hyphens

(---) or commas (,,,) (Crystal, 2006: 94-95).

8-Crystal also mentions that spelling is a distinctive feature of internet language and
new spelling conventions have been emerged such as the replacement of plural —s by -z to
refer to pirated versions of software as in 'warez, gamez, filez, etc.' Non-standard spelling is

also used in conversations with spelling errors (Crystal, 2006: 93).

9- Another significant aspect of internet language is its distinctive graphology. The range
ranges from a severely reduced system, with almost no typographic contrastivity (not even
such "basic" features as italics or boldface), as in many emails and chatgroup conversations,
to an enhanced system (in comparison to traditional writing) with a wide range of special fonts
and styles, as in the most sophisticated web pages. Every orthographic aspect is impacted.
For instance, there are wide variations in capitalization status. Since most of the Internet is
not case-sensitive, using capitals haphazardly or not at all is encouraged. Everywhere, there
is a strong inclination to utilize lower case. Emails, instant messages, chat rooms, and virtual
worlds all use the "save a keystroke" notion which allows entire sentences to be created

without the use of capitalisation or punctuation (Crystal, 2006: 90).
7. Social Norms Online

Social norms refer to “rules and standards that are understood by members of a group,

and that guide and/or constrain social behavior without the force of laws”. Any time our
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thoughts or actions are guided by the implicit norms or habits of a group of which we see
yourself a member whether that’s our family, school, team, or circle of friends we are being
influenced by social norms. Offline, such norms are quickly evident once we know what we’re
looking for. After the invention of the telephone, the greeting “Ahoy” was used when answering
the telephone. Why, then, do we likely answer the phone with “Hello” rather than the intended
“Ahoy”? The answer is likely social norms: we do it because that’s just what everyone else we
know does, and it would feel weird not to do the same. Thus, Social norms are the things your
relevant social network seems to understand and agree to as sufficient and valid patterns of
acceptable attitudes and behaviors. Online social norms can be just as evident as their offline
counterparts, particularly as individuals and groups are given time for these norms to
establish and guide the community’s behaviors, whether that refers broadly to the community

of all online users or just to the networks or groups to which you belong (Carr, 2021: 210).

Because CMC tools can limit the information we have about people, people may attend
more to the small or limited cues about people who are available online to make inferences
about them. One of these cues can be the people you know or with whom you associate,
commonly accessible on the internet. Whom you associate with online can influence others’
perceptions of you, in line with their assumptions of the others. For example, individuals with
more physically attractive friends on social media are perceived as more physically and
socially attractive themselves, even if no picture is visible or when holding the profile photo
constant. (It’s worth noting a similar process, sometimes dubbed the cheerleader effect, occurs
offline as well, when a group of people is holistically perceived as more attractive than the
average of its individual members). Another way others online can influence your attitudes is
through the desire to believe or hold a view held by a relevant social group, like peers and

friends (Carr, 2021: 210-11).
8.Virtual Community

A virtual community is made up of people who spend a lot of time online in order to
participate in more demanding real-time conversation. Virtual communities are typically
lonely and asynchronous, and they are essentially a form of textual flirtation that only seeks
to directly address bodies or voices (Crystal, 2006: 4). Participants in virtual communities
have a diverse range of interests and specialities, and they frequently have access to one
another's knowledge (Shank & Cunningham, 1996:38). According to Braum (2007: XVIII),
members of virtual communities use technology to interact, create, learn, and work together.
For Yus (2011:26), people's gradual adaption to various habitats or surroundings has resulted
in the emergence of virtual communities. Additionally, he says that online communities reflect
people's desire to share a certain type of knowledge, passion, or ideology, for example “social
aggregations that emerge from the Net when enough people carry on those public discussions
long enough, with sufficient human feeling, to form webs of personal relationships in

cyberspace” (Yus, 2011: 27).
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In Yus (2011:28) words, CMC is used to be a text-based, and even now, participant text
is crucial in virtual interactions. Thus, two categories of text-based communities are generally
distinguished by analysts. First is synchronous virtual communities, like chatrooms, provide
a text-based interactive discourse that starts as soon as users disconnect and turn off their
computers. These communities are created by people who are all connected to the Internet at
the same time. Therefore, synchronous communities lack both possibilities for an enduring
type of community and evidence of their existence. Second is asynchronous online
communities like newsgroups provide a record of exchanges, making them a more intricate
type of community where closer bonds can be strengthened. Participants' typed material
serves as the interactive key in both of these types of communities. Furthermore, Mitra (1997:
59) states that text exchanges on the internet serve as both a unifying factor and a barometer
of the stance that virtual communities are adopting. The manner in which members of the
community show themselves in their discourses are what create their identities. The linguistic

quality of virtual communities is therefore their most notable feature.
9. Synchronic and Asynchronous Communication

The Internet or electronic communication can permit either synchronic or asynchronous
communication. In this regard, Baron (2008: 14), (Chapelle, 2003: 23) and (Bieswanger, 2016:
281- 28) argue that synchronic communication implies that the communication is taking
place in real time. While, asynchronous is the audience scope and permits participants to
read/speak and write/hear electronic messages which are stored on a server to be delivered
and accessed at anytime. Additionally, Danet & Herring (2007: 12) mention that synchronous
modes tend to be more speechlike than asynchronous ones. However, Baron (2008: 14) lists
email, texting newsgroups listservs, social media like facebook, and blogs as asynchronous
types of electronic communication while instant messaging and chat, MUDs and MOOs are
examples of synchronous ones. So, communication is intended for a single person (one-to-
one) or for a larger audience (one-to-many). However, one-to-one conversation includes email,
texting on mobile phone, instant messaging and SMS, whereas, one-to-many includes

newsgroups, listservs, bogs(web blogs), MUDs, MOOs and chats.

According to Crystal (2006:134) these two situations (synchronic and asynchronous) in
which interactions take place are “partly reflecting the period in the internet history when
they were introduced, and partly reflecting the orientation and subject-matter of the group
involved such as newsgroup, chatgroups, chatrooms, usergroups, mailing lists, bulletin

boards and e-conferences”.
10. Social Media

The Internet is created as a technology to facilitate electronic communication between
people and to help with information sharing across organizations. The development of social
connections makes possible by digital means ultimately results in the information-rich

platforms that are now referred to as “social media” (Rosen, 2022: 1). Hence, internet-based
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platforms that encourage social interaction among users are referred to as social media.
Discussion boards, blogs, wikis, podcasts, social networking sites, content-sharing websites
like YouTube and photo-sharing websites, and virtual worlds are examples of social media.
Social media can be separated from kinds of mass media, in that mass media is presented as
a one-to-many broadcasting mechanism such (television, radio or print newspapers). In
contrast, social media distributes content through a network of users, allowing anyone to
contribute anything while still reaching potentially sizable audiences. According to the
previous definition, social media is an umbrella term that encompasses a wide variety of
formats, including several genres found on social media sites like Facebook, as well as a wide
range of text kinds and communication methods, some of which can be combined onto a
single website. Facebook, for example, is mostly a social networking site, but users can also

create private profiles and join public groups (Page et al., 2014: 5).

In addition to sending a private email message or online conversation to a single
individual, Facebook users can submit semi-public or public updates, comments, or rankings
that are viewed by a larger audience of their “Friend list” or all users of the service (Page et
al., 2014: 6). Furthermore, social media has ingrained itself into our daily lives. The variety of
possibilities, ranging from Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter to Snapchat and TikTok,

expands with every new generation of users and their usage patterns (Rosen, 2022:1).
11. Facebook

Facebook is one of social media platforms or a social network site that allows users to
create profiles and link with others such as friends within the system as well as allows users
to post and comment on each other profiles. The profile serves as an individual’s digital
representation of his/her tastes, fashion and identity. By using facebook, individuals can
upload photos, indicate interests, list favorite musicians and describe themselves textually

through associated media (Shariff, 2008: 35-6).

Moreover, Baron (2008: 84) adds that facebook is one type of asynchronous electronic
communication that occurs in postponed time and it is “one-to-many”. It is a social utility
that helps people better understand the world around them. Facebook develops technologies
that facilitate the spread of information through social networks allowing people to share
information online the same way they do in the real world. Facebook also affords its users
another kind of conversational clout by minimizing the amount of time one needs to spend in
communicating with someone else. It is created as a cross between a tool for meeting new

people and a platform for networking with people you already know.

Facebook connects people globally and, as it appears, many of its users, irrespective of
their nationality, decide to interact with others in English, formulate their profile updates in
English, and comment on the posts on the walls of others in English as well (some may do
this in their own mother tongue alongside English) Dabrowska (2013: 71).The main social

networking features of facebook cluster into three categories: information about yourself,
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social affiliations, and online interaction. Facebook enables users to personalize privacy by

blocking particular individuals from accessing the user’s facebook page Baron (2008: 81-2).
12.Methodology
Data Collection and Description

Androutsopoulos (2018: 235) mentions six criteria of data sampling in online
communication or CMC in general. One of them is “Random Sampling Method” which means
that each unit of communication from an available set of data has an equal chance of being
selected. A “randomizer” tool can be used to select items from a list of posts or messages, or
items in specified intervals can be selected (e.g., every 10th message from a newsgroup).
Random sampling enables representativeness and generalizability but may result in a loss of

context and coherence (e.g., by truncating conversations).

Thus, samples of the data used in this study are randomly chosen from different English
“facebook comments” on one of the official English news pages on facebook called “BBC News”.

The link of this new page on facebook is (https://www.facebook.com/share/18xhneslay/).

Facebook users post their comments on the posts of this official news page. The posts of this
news page are mostly political. Hence, the researcher selects (20) samples (comments)

randomly through screenshots from the following posts links:

https:/ /www.facebook.com/share/p/1Cb9BLy1jA/

https:/ /www.facebook.com/share/p/1FXyxL5SGs/

https:/ /www.facebook.com/share/p/1A3nqr627W/

BBC News =

61M followers - 48 following

BBC News is recognised by audiences
around the world as a provider of news that

you can trust.
<> Contact Us

Posts About Photos More -

& Following =

Details

@» Page - Media/news company
<2 bbc.co.uk/news

--- See BBC's About info

BBC News's posts

Figure 1. the source of the data “BBC News”


https://www.facebook.com/share/18xhnes1ay/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Cb9BLy1jA/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1FXyxL5SGs/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1A3nqr627W/

The comments of the gathered data tend to be short and they are mixture of formal and
informal language because most asynchronous chats or comments on social media contain
users from different regions in the world who have disparity in educational backgrounds, sex,
age, etc. The number of followers who follow this official new page is around (61) million
followers from all around the world. Those member are of different ages, regions,
backgrounds, cultures, etc. The comments on the posts of this news page can reach to
thousands comment on some posts. Thus, the language of the gathered data fulfills or is
suitable for the purpose of the current study to show the linguistic variables on one of social

media sites which is facebook.

Both qualitative and quantitative methods are adopted in this study through
categorizing the linguistic variables used in one of social media asynchronous platforms which
is facebook. The model used in analyzing the data of this study is Crystal (2006) who classifies
the linguistic variables of internet language into (9) categories and they are mentioned in
details in section (6). In addition, the meanings of some new conventions of abbreviations and

acronyms are taken from Crystal’s book (2004) “A Glossary of Netspeak and Textspeak”.
13.Analyses and Results

A qualitative and quantitative analyses will be done in analyzing and categorizing the
linguistic variables in facebook comments. Asynchronous communication especially on
facebook, allows people to share information online the same way they do in the real world,
but in a postponed time, in that users can enter the Internet at any time and post, comment
or even reply on other users or posts. Facebook users can also put likes on the posts and
comments that other users share, they can also share posts of other users or they just see
and read posts of others without doing anything. Social media platforms and programs permit
users to use many tools that help them to express what they have in their minds or to express
how they see the world around them through the use of writing or characters, stickers,
smileys, photos, videos, and other tools that the internet or programs’ systems allow. Hence,
facebook posts and comment are considered as “one-to-many”. In that one can post or
comment and other users see his/her posts and comments. As a result, social media is a

social utility that helps people better understand the world around them.

<> Top fan
William Tuston

would not have one given will stick to
my green Diesel Jeep thank you

6h Like Reply 1 OO0 s

Figure 2. Comment (1)
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Thomas Picton
BOYCOTT AMERICAN GOODS

4h Like Reply

Figure 3. Comment (2)

Narwhal Greenland

GOING TO NO MORE GAS ? (still
have air conditioning to make very
heat alr - anytlme) B 1< f i

PO

3h Like Reply

Figure 4. Comment (3)

Kat AnPen
@) evidence they are idiots @
4h Like Reply 10

Figure 5. Comment (4)

Daniel Baker
sure—we believe you-—-

Th Like Reply

Figure 6. Comment (5)

Savannah Salazar

LMAOOOOOO! e= | will never get
tired of the penguin tariff phase. The
jokes people have come up with in
response to it have split my sides.

2h Like Reply 10

Figure 7. Comment (6)

Bruce W Ayne
WELCOME BIRMINGHAM "RATs as
BIG as CATs "

2h Like Reply 140

Figure 8. Comment (7)




Gulsanara Ferdous
o ®% Supupupupup S @ P

19m Like Reply

Figure 9. Comment (8)

Andy Thompson
MOUNTAINS FFS | DONT KNOW OF

ANY MOUNTAINS ONLY 7FT HIGH
FFS

T1h Like Reply

Figure 10. Comment (9)

=

Koh Manning
That's LLabour ......

2h Like Reply

Figure 11. Comment (10)

Phoenix Rising
Second City??? &

2h Like Reply

Figure 12. Comment (11)

<> Top fan
Shobhna Chavda

. AN L AN . AN

51m Like Reply 10

Figure 13. Comment (12)

Courteney Rose
Charlotte Janes can we do this for u
pls haha xx

39m Like Reply 10

Figure 14. Comment (13)




Lesley Hunter
Matt Goss ... crazy lady!!l!

27m Like Reply SOs

Figure 15. Comment (14)

Kate Morden
Charlotte J Geeves lol! That sounds
like you

30m Like Reply P

Figure 16. Comment (15)

Corey Washer

{=F DO. NOT. QUESTION. THE.
LEADER.

4h Like Reply

Figure 17. Comment (16)

Chris Dowvwns
They just Mmake it up as they go!! 2

= =—

2h Like Reply

Figure 18. Comment (17)

S Mughal
P &

4h Like Reply

Figure 19. Comment (18)

Maria Knight
What an ignorant bunch of idiotic
morons. 5 € % \\ W\

3m Like Reply

Figure 20. Comment (19)

John Shelley
Der der der

15m Like Reply

Figure 21. Comment (20)




1- lexicon

Social media programs permit online users to use some words or tools that belong to
those programs as in facebook posts and comments like (post, share, comment, reply, and
like). The use of such lexical items or tools is restricted to facebook program. This means that
each of social media programs has its own lexicon. In the selected comments above, facebook
users can put likes or emoticons on other comments, reply on the comments or just see and

read the comments.

2- abbreviations and acronyms are another linguistic variable widely used in online
communication particularly in facebook comments. Sometimes, facebook users have a
tendency to use abbreviations and acronyms of many words in their comments and posts
according to their intuitions. These abbreviations and acronyms are sometimes no longer
restricted to words and short phrases, but can also be sentence-length as in figure (14)
comment (13) (can we do this for u pls haha xx)). Facebook users often adopt this strategy to
save time and effort or as economic expressions. This is considered as one of the innovate
linguistic strategies which function to compensate for spatial, contextual, temporal and social
constraints. The abbreviations and acronyms found in the data are illustrated in the following

table:

Table 1. abbreviations and acronyms

Abbreviations &
No. Their meanings
Acronyms

1 LMAOOOOOO laughing my ass off

2 u you

3 pls please

4 XX Hugs & kisses

5 lol Laughing out loud or lots of
love

3- punctuation

The use of punctuation in social media in general and in facebook comments in
particular tends to be minimalist and sometimes absent in most comments. Most sentences
remain open without punctuation as in figures (2, 3, 6, 10, 14, 16, 20) while in others users
use combination of punctuation marks maybe for emphasis as in figures (6, 11, 12, 15). In
addition, some users use punctuation marks randomly or incorrectly as in figures (6,17). This
is maybe facebook users do not know how to use punctuation marks in the correct position

or they don’t have time to use them or they do not know how to use the keyboard in their
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phone or computers. Additionally, some users use stickers or emoticons instead of

punctuation marks maybe for intended meaning or purpose.
4- spelling & graphology

Since most facebook comments tend to be non-standard and they are mixture of formal
an informal varieties because people who use the internet have different background
knowledge, ages, genders, educated and non-educated and even they are from different
regions, so that they use different ways of spelling and graphology in their comments. For
example, most sentences begin with small letters as in figures (2, 5, 6, 14, 15, 16), or some
users use combination of letters or repeated use of words and letters as in figures (7, 9).
Additionally, facebook users sometimes capitalize all the letters they post as in figures (3, 4,
8, 10, 17). This use of capitalization is either for emphasis or because of the keys that found
in the keyboard and they are incorrectly used. Furthermore, there are some spelling mistakes
committed by some participant when they comment on posts as in figure (21), the user repeat

the use of the incorrect word (Der) instead of (Dear).
5- other findings

Other variables found in the data such as the use of stickers, smileys and emoticons
that are borrowed from electronic programs or permitted by the keyboards and they are
considered as new linguistic variables in social media in general and facebook in particular
as in figures (4, 5, 9, 12, 13, 17, 18, 19, 20). The use of stickers, emoticons or smileys is
highly found facebook comments. Social media users adopt this strategy to produce the visual
cues or to compensate the lack of paralinguistic features that are used in face-to-face
conversations, or as expressions of mood, tone of voice instructions to be conveyed to the

reader.
14. Discussions

From what is previously found, we can say that the lexicon of social media programs is
a powerful engine of language variation and change because social media programs reinforces
creativity to those who use them. For example, the use of vocabularies that belong to those
programs are widely used among users such as (hashtag, tag, share, comment, like, etc.).
Such terminologies are widely used in electronic communication or in virtual communities,
but they are not widely used outside these spaces. Hence, the technology in general and social

media in particular affect the way people use language.

Furthermore, many new innovations appear because of the internet age such as the
formation of compoundings, abbreviations and acronyms. These innovations appear because
of the freedom that internet users have or given by social media programs or technology in
general. Additionally, the space of social media is usually casual and conversational. This
means that it is acceptable for users to fragment sentences, commit spelling errors,

grammatical mistakes, use capital or small characters, punctuation marks, stickers,
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emoticons and smileys freely. This freedom comes from the mixture of speech and writing. In
other words, social media users try to write as they speak in face to face conversations. Social
media users widely use emojis and stickers to compensate the lack of paralinguistic cues

found in face to face conversation.

Additionally, online communication enable the development of platform-specific
dialects or sociolects because each of social media programs has its own lexicon and
linguistic norms. This lexicon and norms can contribute to language variation because each
program has its linguistic markers that can function as an identity or group signals. All what
is previously mentioned can lead to language change because online terminologies become
also used outside virtual communities or outside social media i.e. in offline communities. This
means that social media programs and the internet in general speed up the diffusion of online
terminologies in everyday conversations. At the same time, social media programs break down
geographic and linguistic barriers which leads to code-switching, code-mixing and

borrowings.
15.Conclusions

Asynchronous data (facebook comments) and the analyses reveal that social media
users adopt strategies that differ from formal speech and writing, and belong to online virtual
communities through the use of linguistic variables found in the data. Some of these variables
are the use of non-standard abbreviations and acronyms, punctuation, lexicon, spelling and
graphology, and the use use of emojis or emoticons that are never found in offline writing or
other formal situations. The new technology or social media programs and the internet have
many standard abbreviations and acronyms such as “IP” stands for “Internet Protocol” and
“URL” stands for “Uniform Resource Locator” as well as the lexicon or social media
terminologies affect the language used in social media and make users have tendency to use
them everywhere. Another reason for using such abbreviations is that user need to save time

and efforts and as economy expressions.

In addition, social media users have creativity and freedom in their postings and
comment in forming and using whatever they like in a way that reflects speech in writing. An
example of this is their use of punctuation, orthography, emoticons or smileys and other new
conventions such as the use of stickers or combinations of letter and punctuation marks to

compensate the lack of paralinguistic cues found in face-to-face conversations.

The new technology of the internet and social media programs, and the ongoing
developments in the electronic systems are considered as a strong case for the emergence of
a new kind of language that differs from both speech and writing, in that they permit online
virtual communities to use different types of conventions that are only used in online
conversations such as symbols, emoticons and other expressions that belong to online lexicon
such as “hastag, like, share, comment, post, etc.”. Hence, the lexicon of social media programs

is a powerful engine of language variation and change because social media programs
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reinforces creativity to those who use them. In other words, social media users try to write as
they speak in face to face conversations. Thus, they widely use emojis and stickers to
compensate the lack of paralinguistic cues found in face to face conversation. Additionally,
online communication enable the development of platform-specific dialects or sociolects
because each of social media programs has its own lexicon and linguistic norms. This lexicon
and norms can contribute to language variation because each program has its linguistic
markers that can function as an identity or group signals. Furthermore, online terminologies
become also used outside virtual communities or outside social media i.e. in offline
communities. This means that social media programs and the internet in general speed up
the diffusion of online terminologies in everyday or offline conversations. At the same time,
social media programs break down geographic and linguistic barriers that leads to code-

switching, code-mixing and borrowings which are indicators of language change.
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Abstract:

The role of women in society is often a strong indicator and evidence of the progress and civilization of the
state, and is considered one of the most important topics discussed in election propaganda and other new
political systems and reforms that promise women the largest share of democracy and justice. Turkish women
have lived through different systems and coexisted with different trends. These systems controlled the smallest
details of their lives, from their external appearance and the number of their children to their participation in
political life and their appointment to the highest positions in the government.

The issue of women's rights in Turkey has been raised since the mid-nineteenth century, as women were
subjected to various forms of pressure and deprivation. Women's problems in Turkey were summarized in their
exposure to domestic violence, social pressures, discrimination at work, and deprivation of education. Hence,
the importance of studying the changes that occurred in the status of women at the emergence of modern
Turkey.

The research is divided into an introduction, three chapters, a conclusion, and a list of sources.

The first chapter addressed the status of Turkish women during the Ottoman era and their role in the War of
Independence. The second chapter addressed the changes that occurred in Turkish women at the emergence of
the Turkish Republic, while the third chapter shed light on the political positions held by Turkish women in the
Turkish state, as well as some pioneers of the Turkish feminist movement.

Keywords: Women, Turkish, Women's Associations, Turkish War of Independence, Khalida Adeeb.
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Abstract:

Arabic poetry has been associated since its inception with an internal and external music that distinguished it
from prose and gave it a special rhythm that had a prominent impact on the recipient. This music consists of
linguistic elements that form this music, whose melodies and rhythms in Arabic poetry did not come in one
style, but rather had diverse melodies and rhythms that were later represented by the well-known Arabic poetic
meters included under the science of prosody, which is considered one of the basic sciences of the Arabic
language. No matter how many attempts were made over the ages to get rid of this music and liberate itself
from it, it remained the most prominent feature of Arabic poetry. The recipient may be delighted by the music
of one poem more than another, and the music of the poem may have a prominent role in its continuity on
tongues throughout the ages, in addition to its meanings and the precision of its composition. Perhaps the
famous poem (O Night of the Lover) by the poet Ali bin Abdul Ghani Al-Fihri Al-Husri Al-Qayrawani is
considered an example of this. The aim of this study is to identify the elements of internal and external music
in this poem, to memorize them, and to draw attention to them; because in my opinion, it is the most prominent
element that made it famous and sustained its continuity throughout the ages. The value of this study is evident
in its subject, its aim, and in its selection of a poem that is more famous than a flag on fire in Arabic poetry
throughout its successive eras, and in the fact that its creator is blind, as if his blindness became a factor that
helped the poet refine his senses until he became more of a musician than a poet. In this study, the researcher
follows the methods of description, analysis, induction, and deduction.

Keywords: Arabic Poetry, Kairouan, Exclusive, Oh Night, Pouring, Music, Elements.
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Abstract:

The African Court on Human and Peoples' Rights constitutes a fundamental pillar within the African system
for the protection of human rights, being one of the most important judicial mechanisms established by the
African Union to safeguard and promote human and peoples' rights at the continental level. It was
established pursuant to the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights concerning the
establishment of the African Court on Human and Peoples' Rights.

Its importance lies in the jurisdictions conferred upon it, namely the advisory jurisdiction and the judicial
jurisdiction, by considering cases and disputes submitted to it by member states, and rendering binding judicial
decisions. It may also consider cases brought by individuals and non-governmental organizations, provided that
the concerned state has made a declaration accepting this competence, pursuant to Article 34(6) of the Protocol
to the African Charter on the Establishment of the African Court on Human and Peoples' Rights.

Keywords: The African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights; judicial mechanism; regional; African Union;
human rights violations; judicial jurisdiction; binding decisions.
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